Approved For Release 2001/07/28 : CIA-RDP61S005274000200140038-0

Data on Poreign Trade of Commuaxist China

The Soviet Union relessed information receutly in the May

1958 issue of Foreign Trode @) which in-

dicated thot trede between Cownmist Chima and the USSR in 1957
emounted to $1,282 oillion, a 12 percent decrease compered to
1956 ($1,%60 nillion). This decrease in trade is sccounted for
almost entirely by s 24 percent reduction in Soviet exports to
Chine. It is believed that militery and strategic goods bave
sssuned the burden of reduced Chinese famports fran the USSR in
1957, As s result, Comumist Chine schieved an export surplus
in trade with the USSR smountiag to $19% million in 1957. This
saplas will help Chine meet its anpusl Installments on loans
Tfrom the USSR, which in 1957, amounted to $152 militon. Durinz
the period 1950-3T7, the (hinese recelved loans snd credits froa
the USSR estimated et $1,325 million of which ebout twoethirds
{$820 million) represented military loans. The ailitery losns
were probebly short-tersn obligstions sceounting for the grester
portion of Chloese dsbt repeyment of $h5h million to the USSR
during 1954-57. In 1950 Chinese loen repeynents to the UESR
are expected to smount to §185 million.

Coerpumist Chins has reexported naturel rubber {imported
from the free world) to the Soviet bloc since the Y year Sino-
Ceylonese rubber-rice sgreenent wes gigned in 1953, Inm 1957
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China imported about 115,000 tons of natural rubber from the
free world. China's domestie rubber requirements accounted for
shout 55,000 tons and the remaining 65,000 tons was probebly
reexported to the Soviet bloe with two~thirds exported to the
USSR and the residuml to the Furopean satellites. The BSR
has already parchosed 90,000 tons of rubber froau the free world
during the first S months of 1958. It is expected that rubber
imports from China, therefore, will not exceed those of last
year and probebly will be scaovhat leass. Bovever, Chioa's
imports of rubber in 1958 should reach the level attained last
year aod reexports to the Burcpeen satellites should remain
about the saue as in 1957.
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